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This story written and illustrated by Jason Young

This Cartoon for Peace and Justice book on the theme of
Child Education is part of a project of SOS (Save Our
Souls) ART.

The intent of the project is to create and publish cartoon
books on a given theme of peace and justice, written and
illustrated by Greater Cincinnati Artists. The books,
written for Children and Adults of any age, are given free
to schools to be shared with their students and to prompt,
in the classroom, a discussion and education on the
addressed topic.

If you would like to take part in this project and/or support
SOS ART please check sosartcincinnati.com and contact
sosartcincinnati@gmail.com

S0S ART is a nonprofit 501¢3 organization whose mission is to encourage, promote and
provide opportunities and venues for the Arts as dynamic vehicles for Peace and Justice
and for a Better World.
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Far amidst the looming ancient saal trees of Ballavpur forest lies nestled the small
village of Rampur in Birbhum region of Bengal, in the eastern part of India. The color
of the soil here is red and so are the mountains that surround the village. A narrow
dusty road runs through the center of the village, strewn with small mud huts covered
with thatched roofs.




Early morning at Rampur village....
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A little girl plays
with clay dolls in

front of her hut Laxmi....

come and have
your food

How can I feed
= the family with
so little money?

But I'm frying
my best




\ [ , Little Laxmi falls asleep on the straw mattress in her hut

What will we feed her .

tomorrow?

( I must find work
\ today

My child can't be
hungry




provide
free education
and mid-day
meals to
your children

1

Education!
Food...

Yes. I want to
send Laxmi
to School.
Itis free.

\lour girl needs it




My Laxmi will go
to School...
she will not be

helpless like me

Next day at the Village
Primary School

Let's begin with
the Alphabetl!! |




"It's time for the Mid-Day Meal!! Children wash your hands quickly and come sit down for lunch”

- said the elderly lady who cooked meals for the school children every day. A simple meal of

rice, curry, daal and sometimes an egg. But hot, tasty and fresh. The children enjoy their meal-

times, chattering and laughing as they fill in their empty stomachs, After the meal they play
games and then some more lessons and then school ends with the bell ringing




A few days later....




Today's Guest is Mrs. Gupta who heads the NGO that runs
the Village Primary School

.-« Dear Brothers and Sisters....
2 just as a bird cannot fly with
only one wing, similarly a
§ community cannot progress
‘ where girls are uneducated and

N =
NAZA powerless. Education is essential
/ |P) not only for Boys but also for

/ 6 Girls /

You made the
right choice [

Please bless her Madam.

I am a daily wage worker at
your factory, but I didn't know
this NGO was run by youl!
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Waah Gullak!!!
I'll save all my money in it

What a lovely
story

Gullak is a clay pot used fo story money



' Laxmi should apply
for the National
Scholarship Exam

I T

Exam day arrives. Meritorious
students from all over the country
apply for this exam. if selected,
they receive admission at premier
institutions, and their education is
funded by the goverment.

£ Laxmi takes her exam

May your sincerity
light up the world

Laxmi receives the national scholarship....
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Laxmi enters the gate of her new school ‘Government Secondary School. The School is a

reputed residential institution for girls. The school prides itself for quiding and inspiring

students who rose from their humble backgrounds o make decisive confributions to society.

Laxmi stood in awe of the two storied building and the large playground. It was a new beginning
for her.
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_____ [ Arithmetic is your
strength Laxmi. Why
.-} not study business

22224 administration?

------
I
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...and become ST

an entrepreneur?f:

] Jescsnn

---------

After her Secondary education is over,
Laxmi takes a bus to the nearby town

(WOMEN’S COLLEGE OF BUSINESS) 1

With my grades,
T can get 100%
scholarship

Commerce is a
vital economic
driver

. .
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At Rampur.......
|

‘ Papa please rest....
you can't go to work
| like this

—_—

Ma your sewing
is so beautiful

—

=

Nothing has
changed here

Oh this is our Kantha
stitch... all women of
Bengal know this
embroidery
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Ma let's sell these
embroidered
clothes and

fabrics
in the market

The traditionq|
motifs look so
elegant ang color
corr]binaﬁons look
Simple but s

B Tndeed...now we
\too can earn for
our family
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Don't be shy. )
You too can
learn and

earn

Our women have
embroidered
like this for
generations

Come buy
from us




Now we too can
afford to send
them to a good
school

...and provide
sumptuous
meals at
home
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You ' _ ( We did it

EHarigad B together
Never our lives /
thought I Laxmi -
4 would see
| this day
\\
=

The lesser-known village of Rampur slowly began to change with equal opportunities given to
girls and boys, men and women. The hardships remained but they became more manageable
with shared knowledge and teamwork among the villagers. Children no longer slept with an

empty stomach, Mothers worried less and Fathers saw their burden shared.
It was a true beginning.

THE END
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The first year Masters degree students of Amity School
of Fine Arts* of Amity University Kolkata created, under
the guidance of Professor Moutushi Chakraborty, a
story and illustrations part of the SOS ART comics for
peace and justice series. They hoped to encourage
child education, especially for girls, as they perceive
it as a tool for empowerment and dignity — the basic
humanitarian rights in society.
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*Amity School of Fine Arts is a ten year old institution
based in Kolkata teaching Undergrad and Postgrad
=¥ programs in Painting, Applied Arts, and Animation.

M

This story written by Professor Moutushi Chakraborty, and illustrated by her students
Dibyoshree, Moumita, Srijani, Rupantar, Kuntal, Binayak, and Tannistha.

This Cartoon for Peace and Justice book on the theme of
Child Education is part of a project of SOS (Save Our
Souls) ART.

The intent of the project is to create and publish cartoon
books on a given theme of peace and justice, written and
illustrated by Greater Cincinnati Artists. The books,
written for Children and Adults of any age, are given free
to schools to be shared with their students and to prompt,
in the classroom, a discussion and education on the
addressed topic.

If you would like to take part in this project and/or support
SOS ART please check sosartcincinnati.com and contact
sosartcincinnati@gmail.com

SOS ART is a nonprofit 501¢c3 organization whose mission is to encourage, promote and
provide opportunities and venues for the Arts as dynamic vehicles for Peace and Justice
and for a Better World.
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